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The Democratic Party is in a responsive mode – their entire approaches have more to do with beating George Bush instead of being better leaders…

What I mean by being better leaders is to go beyond the 3 top issues identified by the polls and really addressing issues that affect all citizens of this country, not just those that are issues of businesses and multi-national corporations or people who typically vote

I believe that politics as usual has convinced Americans, particularly younger Americans, that there is little or no representation for the issues they care about that affect their daily lives, and will directly impact their futures.

It is no wonder that many economists believe that what is occurring in the United States is class warfare, waged by the Bush Administration. Every time you turn around, those who would be expected to regulate business on behalf of citizens are instead passing legislation that regulates the citizen’s rights to legal recourse or action in regard to services and the liabilities of corporations. Health care is a perfect example of this trend.

Unless we break down the barriers between the economic classes of this country, and begin to operate like a team that believes the empowerment of all serves the interests of all, we will become increasingly divided. 

To those seeking power as opposed to serving the citizens of this country, the division could be, and is, used as a powerful political tool.

Bridging the Generation Gaps – I’m one of those people who loves to observe how history repeats itself  

Today’s social and economic conditions are very much like those of the late 60’s.

We have older people who were promised the security of social security benefits and Medicare that would give them at least the promise of good health and a place to live. 

We have people my age who thought they could count on financial systems and continuing opportunities while completing their professional lives and planning their retirements, as well as college tuition for their children.  

We have people in the beginnings of their careers, raising new families and working hard to buy homes and who are, for the most part, interested mostly in having a safe, wholesome place for their families than moving up in social and financial circles. 

And then, there are the young people, the future leaders of this country, who have been taught to believe in America and Democracy, but realize that the real world isn’t quite what they were told it would be. They’re disillusioned, but hopeful still that justice will win the day.

It’s the same reason people listen to me talk about the issues, and talk about how partisan politics makes us take sides on issues rather than do the best thing for America… it’s divisive politics that destroys Democracy… people say they agree with my opinions, understand and agree with how we could resolve a great number of problems simply by doing logical, obvious things. But, they believe they have no choice but to take sides with the 2 political parties and the candidates that are allowed to step forward, even if they don’t represent the citizens of this country. So, we’re left talking about the lesser of two evils. Elections are not about representation and ideas anymore, they are about power and money.  

That does not mean that I believe all politicians are corrupt or that they are not concerned with the people of America.  I believe there are many people in all parties with good intent who are being limited by a system that’s been compromised by the power of wealth - something the framers of our constitution warned us about over and over again - just like the separation of church and state. 

Even the Democratic leadership council has been releasing statements since last year informing the Democratic constituency that their real choices are John Kerry and Joe Lieberman.  For the party to make such remarks to influence an election does not sound Democratic to me. I understand that they are concerned about George Bush serving a second term. The way to win is to provide leadership, not use the power of their positions to “talk us into going along” again.

“I know of no safe depository of the ultimate power of society but the people themselves; and if we think them not enlightened enough to exercise their control with a wholesome discretion, the remedy is not to take it from them but to inform their discretion by education.”

—Thomas Jefferson
The Top Issues in the Polls

Homeland Security

War on Terror

Economy

Reconstruction of Iraq

There Are Many Other Real Issues That Need to be Addressed Positively

Education

Civil Rights

Business Accounting Practices & Enforcement

Tort Reform

Re-organization of Social Services  Non-profit organizations are the 4th largest employer in the U.S., providing $85 billion per year in wages.  Yet, the history of these organizations often suggests that they are working in a 1-step forward, 3 steps back environment. Further, the trend is for corporations to take over their operations.  Under a program I call module on demand, to be announced soon, non-profit and non-governmental organizations would work in a partnership with each other and with the government, instead of on a competitive basis as they do now.  Special emphasis will be placed on “results on the ground”.

The FTAA - Free Trade Area of the Americas – 60% of Federal Administrative staff is in danger of losing their jobs because of treaties that require our government to employ foreign workers in our government in order to generate a balance of trade with South American Nations. In exchange for giving American corporations access to natural resources and management of their utilities, we provide them government jobs. 

That’s just one of the kinds of agreements our government is making these days.

It’s like Halliburton and Iraq.  We could never have legitimately invaded and Iraq and claimed their oil as our own. The big prize was in the contract for oil distribution contracts and oil-field equipment maintenance. 

It’s great for business, bad for American jobs.  But, the Federal Government will be able to claim lower costs to run the government by employing these workers – which will sound great for political campaigns - justify tax breaks and such - all at the expense of American workers. All in all, it represents a lowering of the American standard of living.

These agreements will allow your employers to replace you with workers willing to work at 1/2 to1/4 the wages that you would. It’s very much like how many companies are outsourcing customer service functions to India, and manufacturing is being moved to China. In some cases, they are allowed to import less expensive labor. 

Where does that leave Americans? It’s a free market. You’re on your own. 

But the government doesn’t even tell you about how they’re selling you out so you can prepare for the future they’re implementing behind your backs. The economic downturns we’ve had have been beneficial for manufacturers seeking a bigger share of the export market… it has relieved many companies of the burden of future payments for stock options given to entice talented workers… and it has led to the reduction of retirement benefits for people already in or nearing retirement.

While investors and employees have lost billions in stocks and retirement programs, CEO pay rises at record yearly rates, and golden parachutes in the millions reward those who walk away, paying pennies on the dollar for frauds in deals that keep them out of jail.

Young people should come to grips with the fact that they are being sold a retirement system to replace social security that has the reliability of playing the slot machines in Vegas… social security was intended to provide a minimum standard of living for Americans… ask today’s baby-boomers, and those who have had to postpone their retirements, if they believe that investing in the stock market is a secure investment in your retirement… and members of the Federal Reserve have said that if Americans faced the true deficit of this nation – which includes funding of social security and other entitlements – it would be in the neighborhood of $300 trillion dollars. That’s generational warfare at play – enslaving young people to pay the debt generated by irresponsible economic management of this country – all for political gain. It amounts to nothing less than lies of omission.

What does this have to do with free-trade agreements? It has to do with equalizing the value of the dollar with international economies in such a way that reduces American incomes in order to facilitate expanding markets for corporations.

I’m not against free-trade and free-market economics – I’m against the way our government chooses to take such dramatic actions without telling us so that we can at least adapt to the changes progressively, instead of forcing an economic crisis that leaves many people out of work and facing poverty. Even more, they do so without explaining the ramifications.  The tax breaks “to put more money in your pockets” is a facade. 

What you don’t know truly can hurt you.
Environment and Alternative Energy

Dependence on Foreign Oil/Natural Gas 7% Reduction in oil use would make us free of middle east oil, reduce air pollution, reduce the trade deficit, increase American jobs in the alternative energy sector and stimulate the largest work force in the United States, the auto-worker. I’m calling for a national effort to reduce oil consumption by 10% in 3 years. It won’t be easy, but it’s a national effort worth all the human energy it takes.  The benefits can only be positive. It begins with a conversion to hybrid electric vehicles, and a stronger push for ethanol and bio-mass based fuels.

And, it relies on the free market with capital investment tax breaks for the consumer, not government funding, to accomplish it. The economic stimulation and increase in revenues, plus trickle-up economics would revive the budgets of the states as well.  The only thing standing in the way of such a proposal is politicians with ties to oil interests. We’ve been talking about alternative energy for more than 35 years.  It’s time to do it.  It only makes sense.  And it benefits all Americans, and eventually, the world.

Wind power alone could provide up to 22% of America’s energy. True implementation of hydrogen fuel cells could take at least 10 years, and is more realistically projected to require 20 years.

580 tornadoes in the Midwest in May, 2003, is actually easily explained when you fully analyze the effects of global warming, and trace the cause and effect patterns already observed in the increase of torrential rainfall in various parts of the world, from China, Germany, France, England and India, to North Dakota. It all has to do with the use of fossil fuels, and the way it affects the size, shape and density of rain drops. It’s all very fascinating… but it doesn’t require a new global monitoring system to know that we need to address environmental issues on a global level… not just in the United States, where more pollution is generated every day that anywhere else in the world.

Water is quickly becoming an issue as well. People in the North West don’t realize that we only have a few years before our water supplies will have become dangerously polluted by over-fertilization and the use of pesticides.  Droughts in the western half of the country, due to unnatural weather pattern changes, only exacerbate the issue. 

Sustainability of Developing Nations: Genetically modified foods create dependence, not free trade or sustainability.  This question has everything to do with abating terrorism and creating friends and partners. It’s not about feeding people and providing medicine… it’s about creating a next generation of people who can take care of themselves.  That’s empowerment. That’s the real issue.  It’s time to break the cycle of foreign dependency and the crippling national debt that keeps developing nations from achieving their potentials.  Free trade is only a part of the answer. Disease is only one of the problems. Empowerment is the solution.

AIDS, SARS, West Nile Virus, Disease resistant tuberculosis, Monkey pox and Lyme Disease are all examples of emerging diseases that have been treated as unique occurrences, instead of a trend that must be pro-actively, systematically dealt with. We really do live in a global community, and these health issues are part of the proof.

